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SOMMUNIGATIONS, - aT 
AND RECORD, ‘ 


STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washingten, .-- - 


Sir: P “ey & { ay 
YGOs pwr» 
I have the honor to refer tovmy tele jam 0. oles 
van cae. 24, 9:00 p.m. regarding the concern of King 
over the problems of supply and finance in 
Ssudi Arabia, and to give the following details in 
amplification thereof: 


During the last ten days, King Ibn Saud has shown 
steadily mounting concern over the availability of 
foodstuffs in Saudi Arabia, particularly in Nejd. 


So far as is know, the first development which 
brought food in Nejd (or lack of it) to his attention, 
was a telegram from one of his daughters, sent to the 
Ki while he was in Jidda sometime during the month 
of cember, to the effect that she could not buy rice 
in the bazaar of Riyadh. The telegram did not 
apparently report a general shortage of food, nor did 
it say that anyone was starving; but merely that a 
member of the royal family could not purchase rice in 
Riyadh. 


The King got into action at once. He took the 
first truck which came to hand, loaded it with rice 
in Jidda, and despatched it fort’ with to Riyadh to 
fill the needs of the royal household. _ 
the situation was better for some time. ere 
reports of high prices of foodstuffs in Nejd, but high 
prices in Arabia do not necessarily indicate a short- 
age. And where the King feeds so many of his people 
gratis, the price of food is relatively less important 
than it is in a country where charity is practiced on 
a more modest scale. 


Sometime in January, it is understood, the King 
telegraphed to NAJIB ® SALHA, Saudi Director of 
Mines and Public Works, who was then in Cairo, = aia 
Najib Bey to intercede with the Middle East Sup 
Center to obtain motor trucks with which to ha 
from the seaports into tie interior of Arabia. Na jib 
aid see officials of the MESC, but failed to obtain 
the trucks desired. 
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Early in February, Messrs. F. “W. Ohliger and 
R. Lebkicher officials of the Arabian American Oil 
Company (ex-CASOC) were in Riyadh on company business. 
The King made an appeal to them to abandon the 
company's construction werk at Ras Tannura, if 
necessary, and to put all company trucks available to 
hauling grain from Jubail to Riyadh. The King 
presented the situation as being grave in the extreme 
and impressed the two oil company officials with the 
urgent necessity of hauling the grain at once to 
prevent actual starvation. Messrs. Ohliger and 
Lebkicher were not supplied with detailed information 
of hew many trucks the Saudi Government has, how many 
are availawWle to haul food between Riyadh and Jubail 
or elsewhere, what tonnage is necessary to prevent 
stervation, what stocks are on hand in the interior, 
or any other data which would permit a reasonably 
accurate evaluation of the need for the company trucks. 
They knew frem experience in Saudi Arabia that such 
details could not be had without long investigation, 
and the King's insistence on the urgency of the 
situation precluded any kind of a survey. They agreed 
to put the trucks to hauling the food as requested by 
the King * 


Another feature of the motor transpert problem in 
Nejd which impressed Messrs. Ohliger and Lebkicher was 
that although they were guests of the King in Riyadh, 
ne automobile was available for their use; and they 
had inadequate motor transport in transferring from 
the flying field at Rawdat Khurreim to Riyadh and back. 


On their return to Dhahran, Messrs. @hliger and 
Lebkicher reported the situation to the British officers 
in the Leeust Mission operating in the Persian Gulf 
prevince of Saudi Aravia, and the offieers said that 
they could heul certain quantities of grain for the 
Saudi Arabian Government without interferring with the 
locust campaign, provided they were given authority by 
the MESC in. Cairo and the British Legation in Jidda. 


On. February: 5: 194,. Mr. Lebkicher reported the 
uation to/this Legation, and the follewing day the 
\ pS tion was’ @iseussed with the British Minister who, 
£ e meantime, had received a radiegram from the 
loeust missiion'near Dkahren. 


The British Minister, Mr. S. R. Jordan, dfd not 
believe that the s{tuation was serious enough to warrant 
the use of locust mission trucks, and so advised the 
loeust mission near Dhahran. He based his estimate of 
the situation om the follewing factors: up to that moment 
he had heard nething frem the Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs ‘of any serious shertage of food in Nejd, nor had 
there been anything more than reutine complaint from the 
Saudi officials charged with the transportation of food. 
When the subject.was mettioned to Saudi officials who 
were in touch with the supply problem, they did little 
more than to remark that food in Riyadh was expensive. 


Some 


AIR MAIL 


= | x 


Some time previously, the Acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs had remarked to me that the Saudi 
Government would like prompt delivery of certain 
trucks approved for shipment in 1943 but which had 
not arrived in Arabia. His remark contained nothing, 
however, which would indicate anything in the nature 
of an emergency. 


SATYID SAM'I Qutbi, an official who was then 
operating the Saudi Government's trucks out of Jidda, 
when questioned, stated that food shipments to Nejd 
from Jidda should normally amount to some 800 tons 
per month, and that current shipments supplied nearly 
180 tons per week. 


It also seemed odd that during the month of 
December, when a number of the Government's trucks 
and automobiles were engaged in carrying pilgrims to 
Mecea and Medina, there had been no shortage of motor 
transport; while as soon as the pilgrimage was over, 
and the vehicles became available for hauling food, a 
crisis should occur. 


A further apparent discrepancy was the fact that 
when the American military missiqn visited Riyadh 
poi er rte: 1943, the King wés in the Hejaz and 
Riyadh had been stripped of autdomohiles and trucks; 
but at that time automobiles were always available 
for the ten persons in thé mission... Six weeks later, 
when the King had returned Riy dh, traveling with 
his party in a fleet of automobl an and trucks 
estimated as high as 350 vehicles, there was no car 
for the King's guests. 


On the basis of the foregoing, Mr. Jordan decided, 
and I agreed, that the s{tuation did not seem to be so 
eritical as the King had represented to Messrs. Ohliger 
and Lebkicher; though we were in no position to say 
that a real need did not exist. Mr. Jordan therefore 
advised the locust mission officers that they need not 
do any hauling of food for the Saudi Government, and it 
is virtually certain that his action came to the 
knowledge of the King, 


Meanwhile, Shaikh ABDULLA SULAIMAN appealed to 
this Legation for assistance in getting immediate 
delivery. ef 100 3-ton trucks already approved for 
Saudi. Arabia by the Middle East Supply Ceriter. The 
matter is being taken up with the Principal Lend-Lease 
Representative in Cairo. 


On the initiative of the Arabian American 011 
Cempany, the Middle East Supply Center, British General 
Headquarters, and the British Legation in Jidda, in 
consultation with this Legation, arranged a plan where- 
by the Saudi Arabian Government would secure certain 
spare tires from the locust mission for the 
recommisgioning of several trucks which had been laid 
up for lack of tires. Ina day or two, twenty-two 
Autocar trucks should be hauling food from Jubail to 
Riyadh, over a route where normally food is transported 
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were in df ent. It was the Seudi adage, for 
19h which had tet yet been ‘approved by the tish 
Government with respect to the British subsidy to 
Saudi . a. The financial discussions between Mr. 
Jordan: Saudi officials will be the subject of a 
firther desvatch bearing the same date as the present 
despatonh. 


The K daa? aphetiene sent his Minister of Finance, 
Siva teh iedultan Sulaiman, to Jidda to confer with Mr. 
Jordan and to reach some kind of agreement if possible. 
When the discussions between the two Ministers were 
uisettsfactory to the King, King Tbn Saud asked Mr. 
Fordan'to come to Riyadh’ ‘to cornices the eonversations 
on ‘the subject. 


ie, Jordan Ca the Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Shaikh YUSUF YASSIN, started for Riyadh this 
morning, while Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman is remaining 
in Tidda for the time being. 


Te Department will be promptly informed ef any 
Simedantnes whith may be soured “a the scheduled 
conversations in Riyadh. 

Respect tidy rewras s 
eo jr. 
‘s t 
To the Department in ozalid. 
350 
JBM/e Jim 


Copy to the American Legation, Cairo, for Landis. 
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in continuation of my telerran no ost anted 
Februery 24, 1944, 9:00 perio 


About a monti a¢o, because of difficulties en< 
countered by Saudi ‘‘overnnent in transporting, its 
suppliss, arabian American 011 Conpany (exeC/.SOC) 
arreed to lend cevttuin Autocar trucks to Saudi Govern- 
ment for hauling from lersian Gul’ ports to Jejd. The 
oil company asked locust control mission near Dhahran 
1f mission could sesist in hauling, and received en- 
couragineg reply. This situation wrs reported to 
Legation on February 5, 194h,:and following day it vas 
mentioned to tir. S. R. Jordan, Britisn linister in 
Jidda. ‘l'r. Sordan had already been informed of 
Situation by locust mission, and hea advised mission 
to haul nothing for local poverment. In conversation 
lire Jordun and I arreed that while Snudi Government 
was in fect short ci notor transroit. in all. probe 
abilit:; crisis wes act so grave as had been represented 


-to the oil coriman:. 


On f ebrunry 16, vy telerram no. 34, I1MSC, Cairo, 
advised tr. Jordan Shat it would support a reyuest to 
British GMM i‘iddle ‘ast Yorces for assistance by locust 
mission in conveyance of supplies for Saudi Governnent 
if recommended by -‘v. Jordan and sy ‘Ur. tiaxwell Darling, 
chief of locust nission, so long as such heuling S 

2a, 


he 


not interfere with anti-locust canpaign. A copy 
wire was received by this Sagation on Februsry 2 





Or a date believed to re to Februar 
Jordan replied to Criro steting thet he wished 
Gevernnent to adopt cortain econontes and adninistrative 


reforms, and he- thought that if locust mission should 


relfgve 
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relieve pressure on Saudi vr =" +, by hauling supplies, 
then Saudi Government would » .o:3 likely to follow his 
recommendations. ‘ie had previously mentioned to me his 
plan to oblige Saudi Government to adopt schemes of te« 
form; and while agreeing with desirability of his eins, 
IT had questioned whether or not Sraudi Coverment would 
be able to carry them out even if aiopted in'good faith. 


On Yebrunry 22, the day when a copy of /TSC Cairo's 
telerran no. 34 renched Legation, Sheikh Abdullah 
Sulaiman, Squdi '“inister of Finance, called at eration, 
and in the course of conversation remarked that Uajib 
Rey Salha, Director of iiines and J’ublic “orks in Saudf 
Government, had reported from Cairo that iTSC wes ready 
to support ifr. Jorden’s recuest to Kritish Gil, for use 
of locust trucks; but that "rr. Jordan, when approached 
on the subject, had revlied he had no such information. 
Shaikh Abdullah was obviously diatin-bed, and was inolined 
to blame Najib Bey for having supplied erroneous infor-~ 
mation. Thinking that possibly the tolecgran had been 
received by ‘cr. Jordan after Shaivh ‘“bdullah had inquired 
about it, and wishing to avoid entanglement in any dispute 
which mifht arise, J cid not mention fnet that Leration 
had just received 2 copy of message in question. ir. 
Jordan departed for iiysdh on Februsry 2h. 

On i‘ebrunry 25 Legetion at Csiro reported that °*2SC 
Cairo hed advised ‘se jib Bey of despatch of telerram no. 34 
and sugested that © Ciscuss matter with Saudi authorities: 
on fround of -saerisen perticinpation. On February 26, 
Shaikh dbdullah again called et Lege tion, and : NOC tele- 
cram no. 34 was brousht to his atte: tion, but text was not 
exhibited. It wes sugrested that c.estion of hauling by 
locust :1ission trucks night be re~ovened if Saudi Covern- 
ment would supply dete as to tonnefe to be moved and 
vehicles available from Covermient tleet, if o11 company 
officials confirmed need for xdditional transportation 
and if locust missicn trucks were still available. Shaitch 
Abdullah said he would collect date from Saudi Government 
sources. 


The following cay I asked :-r. Geoffrey Baker, | 
secretary in looal lritish Legation, for information about 
availability of locust trucks, and he promised to 
investigate. Next day, oil conpeny officials agreed to 


report 


28 
~3-~- A~16, Maroh 10, 3:CO core f£: 1 Fidda. 


report on need for additions.) trs..-port from Versian 
MIf to Nejad, while ‘Yr. Baker io: cxrted that in all 
probability locust mission could supply no trucks . 
for hauling fron east coast to Nejd, and only one 

for hauling fron west coast as far as Duwadani (short 
of soft sand known a3 Nefud Es-Sirr). I was not sure 
that >'r. Baker wae trying to be helpful. 


On Tinrch 2, 19/44, Shaikh Abdullah again nentioned 
iy. Jordan's reply of "no information”. This tine he 
seemed less interested in seourine aid of locust mission 
trucks then in getting my opinion why ir. Jordan had 
answered as he gid. ‘le stressed fact that Ur. Jordan 
could have refused ‘o help on various eroundcs, but that 
there seemed to be no justification for the answer he 
did make. TI avoided expressing any opinion, but pointed 
out thet "assistance in the conveyance of supplies" did 
not necessarily mean joan of trucks --- though it was 
perfectly obvious to me that that was exaotly what the 
locust mission had in mind. It was suggested that the 
best place to see.re such an explanation would be from 
lr. Jordan hingelf, 


Shaikh abdullah then asked my comment on a report 
from Jajib Dey thet -ir. Jordan intended to establish 
control over expenditures of Saudi Governnent. “hen it 
was mede clear thet report did not refer to any 
currency or banking schene, I declined to express en 
opinion, 


On “erch 4 a oonfidential nessare from the hing 
was received, which referred to conflict between reports 
of Najib Bey and ir. Jordan with regerd to :TSC Cairo's 
telerram no. 34. ‘The sine's messare was obscure in 
parts, and awaits olarification. 


Three days letcr, JIinjib Dey returned to Jidda from 
Cairo by order of thea «sing. Najib Jey stated flatly 
that he had boen recalled at request of ‘xr. Jordan for 
purvose of reconciling conflicting statements about 
telegran no. 34; ond that if he were to be subject to 
Ur. Jordan's beck and o£11, he would resign fron service 
of Saudi Governnent. 


Ur, Jordan either has left Riyadh, or will do so 
. within 


ay. 


ay 


~hke iml6, Varoh 10, 3:00 aon. from Jidda. 


within a day or two and intends +» return to Jidda by © 
way of Bahrein and Cairo. i'robably he will call on 
ly. Landis while in Leypt. 


. It appears that King and Saudi cfficials are 
much annoyed over recent. attitude of ilr. Jordan; and 
it will be interesting to learn nature of the con- 
versations between King and tir, Jordan in Riyadh, 


There have been indications that Ving would like 
to see an increase in American assistance to Saudi 
Arabia, and a reduction in. his dependency on British. 
This attitude (which may be confirmed when king's 
recent nessage is clarified) could lead to all sorts of 
possibilities, It seems wmlikely, however, that King 
will do anything displeasing to British until he is 
sure of assistance from United States of assistance at 
least equal to what he is now receivinr. 


to0sY 
Copy to Anerican Leration, Cairo, for Landis. 
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American Legation 
Jidda 


Aprils, 1944 





Memorandum# on Malnutrition and Cost of Food 
Mutayr tribe in the Hed] 








The observations in thigmemorandum are based on a visit 
of seven days, beginning March 26,1944,to the villages of 
Mahad al Dahab and Sufaina, as guest of the Saudi Arabian 
Mining Syndicate (SAMS) who gave me every facility for tra- 
vel and investigation. Statements were checked with officials 
and employees of the company, with prices prevailing in the 
local market (where visiting Bedouin bought and sold daily), 
and in extended conversations with the 'Emirs' of the villages 
and their associates. The conditions described obSain in an 
area roughly from N.L&t. 22 to N.Lat. 24 - 20; and from E, 
Long. 40 gaetward to the borders of the Nejd. This area,still 
occupied predominantly by the \utayri is served by the market 
at Mahad; and from all parts of this ureu,for the past six 
years,arabs have come to the SAMS doctor and clinic for medic- 
al treatment which is given free of charge,with an average of 
more than fifty calls per day. One third of the patients 
treated harwdno connection with the company employees or their 
families. 


1. Increasing malnutrition among the Sedouin 


The SAMS physician,Dr. Nagori, who been eight years in 
his present post, a Muslim who has won the confidence of the 
arabs and treats free of charge men, women,aad children, cer- 
tifies tha slow starvation is affecting the health of the 
Mutayr tribe, and that deficiency in nourishment is undermin- 
ing their resistance to disease to u degree that was not true 
of the pre-war years. However that may be, the following table 
of local prices of essential foods, checked and re-checked, is 
eloquent in explaining wky the Bedouin do not now eat the rice, 
sugar, and tea which used to baance their diet. 


Food now eaten Unit 1939 Price 1944 Price 

dates oke 3 yguru:sh 13 quru:sh 

sour-milkgeakes ( mudhi:r) home made from skimmed milk 

an ( dukhn) sack 8 rials 60 rials 
(or). 

maize °( zhurrah) sack 6 rials 41 rials 

coffee oke 1 gqirsh 2 yirshain 


lard,cookingbutter ( saman) home mdée from milk 


Food the Bedouin 
Cm nnot afford 


rice sack 1l rials 120 rials 
sugar sack 18 rials 200 rials 
tea oke 3 rials 14 rials 


Other ‘Must items 

calico (kha:m) for man's dress/ roll 4 rials 45 rials 

black crepe (tu:dy) woman's ” roll 4.5 rials 78 rials 
The Bedouin e&t only twice dday , and gaways the same fare: 


dages 


dates, sour-milk cakes dried in the sun spread with some saman, 
and a gruel of millet or maize mixed Wth thin milk,which is 
drunk as a substitute for eating bread. Coffee must be served 
to men and to all guests no matter how poor the household. 

Rice and tea, when obtained by the well-to-do,are reserved for 
distinguished guests and special feasts, on which occasions the 
owner of a herd will slaughter a sheep,and the family will 
enjoy the luxury of eating meat. 


2. Relative security and prosperity of the SAMS employees 


Within this desert economy, where food igqeither scarce or 
out of reach in price, where drought or failing pasture brings 
threat of starvation, the employees of SAMS, with a regular 
income, enjoy a f@vored position and are the envy of their 
neighbors. The provision of food to seven hundred men, and 
to their relatives several times that number (not to mention 
free medical services, ree day school for boys and night 
school for men) has made friends and earned a very real good- 
will for the United States. Whatever may be the report else- 
where, the Mutayri consider america and no other power as the 
source of their foreign benefactions. The mine is temporarily 
shut down,pending the arrival of essential supplies and ecuip- 
ment, but its renewed operation is now assured. herefore, 
figures of employment are given here for the min in opera- 
tion up to February 1, 1944, not as it was during my visit 
when only about 250 employees out of 700 were on full-time 
pay... The lowest paid unskilled labor includes eighty Bedouin 
working on the tailings above ground, and@mother 100 working 
on the roads, who get one rial a-piece per day. For the most 
part,however, the Bedouin come from nearby camps where they 
have left their flocks in care of their wives and children, 
so that the wages are in addition to their normal source of 
livelihood. Two hundred other Bedouin working underground in 
the min mn one rial and a quarter per day. Fifty grabs with 
more skill, most of them negroids from southern arabia, under- 
ground in the mine earn from two to two-and-one-half rials per 
day. The same range of wages prevails in the mill which is 
manned altogether by local Bedouin who keep it as a closed 
shop, the mill having been started with local labor before 
the negroes drifted up from the south and from the Suda:n. 
Another hundred or moreAgabs are in the machine and repair 
shops where some have developed into very responsible and 
valuable mechanics; others ge engaged in construction, water- 
cerrying, and maintenance jobs. For the blasters in the mine 
there is tanding offer of a daily bonus which would double 
the wage, given for efficiency beyond a certain standard. Thus 
a blaster who does hidwork well may earn five rials a day , 

a plutocratic wage for any km Arab. The incentive of this 

bonus is effective only for about five days in succession, after 
which the accumulated wealth goes to the workman's head and he 
takes a vacation until his funds subside to normal. By agree- 
ment with the Saudi Qrabian government, the company does not 

run a store nor sell food to the employees, but because of the 
high food prices, the company for some time has given all 
employees a flat cash food bonus of 20% above the wages stated 
above. 

The prices of food are far above those that prevail in 


Jidda 


a a 


Jidda, notfnly because the merchants take advantage of the 
scarcity f goods, but because the actual cost of transpor- 
tation by camel over an eleven day route makes the food 
@xpensive. Last summer SAMS offered to haul essential foods 
from Jidda to Mahad in their trucks free of charge, to help 
bring food down within reach of the Bedouin purchaser. With 
the cooperation of the local governor, Emir Ibrahi:m, trucks 
were loaded with rice, cereals, and sugar, at the SAMS head- 
quarters in Jidda. But the merchants had gotten to their 
friends in the Jidda government, the trucks were stopped and 
unloaded, and Emir Ibrahimm ( like many a philanthropist) 

was cursed for his presumption. To supply food to the ports 
of Saudi frabia will not solve the problem of the Bedouin. 

It must be distributed from the cities to the desert, and this 
ce reyaire more cooperation from the ]local merchants than now 
exists. 

Of the 450 employees dropped from the payroll when the mine 
suspended operation, some remained in the nearby villages to 
eat at the expense of their relatives still on the payroll; 
others went off toward Xue 'Akaba where they had heard that 
there were jobs on construction; but many others simply retired 
to Medina or Mecca to get into the perpetual bread-line fed by 
the government. The food doled out by the government to the poor 
does not get outside the cities. Emir Faisal was stating the 
facts when he told me this week that only motor gransport in 
quantity could effect a wide distribution of food at reasonable 
prices. He did not add, however, what seems to be equally true: 
that distribution will not solve thqprobien of costs until the 
ee merchants g@pe strippec of their power ot maintain high 
prices. 


3. Disease 


eight year record of medical services to this mmm area 
prov progressive deficiency in diet leading both to debility 
due tO malnutrition and leading also to sapping resistance to 


other diseases. Common are venereal diseases including syphilis 
frequently in the tertiary stage. Patients seldom report for 
treatment in time for an early cure. Gonorrhea, on the other 
‘hand, though very common, responds to treatment angie generally 
cured. Frequent and easy divorce and prompt remarriage spread 

a venereal disease rapidly throughout the close circle of 
relatives by blood and by mariage. Other diseases are eye 
troubles especially conjunctivitis; relapsing fever carried bypiice; 
dysentery; and disorders of the bladder. There is some chroni 
malaria all the time but no epidemic on the dry plateau. Teeth 
are very unhealthy with infected roots and rotted gums. Although 
no dentist, the doctor extracts teeth almost daily. On the 

credit side, there is no tuberculosis, no rheumatism nor rickets; 
and naturally no gout nor any of the otheypenalties for over- 
eating common where rich food is plentiful. The grabs welcome 
medical and surgical treatment for themselves and their families 
when they are ill or in acute pain; but, to a man,they are unani- 
mous in disregarding preventive measures for the future, which 
the pious Muslim leaves wholly to Allah. . 


W.a. 
W.A.Eddy 
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